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BILATERAL AGREEMENT 

FOR 

A DOCTORAL THESIS JOINT SUPERVISION (thesis co-tutoring)

PhD student: …………………………………….
The Università degli Studi di Verona (hereinafter also UniVr), located in Verona, via dell’Artigliere 8, 37129 (Italy), represented by its Rector, Professor Pier Francesco Nocini,
AND
the University of……… (hereinafter also ………….), located in ………, ……………….(……………….), represented by its Rector, Prof. ………………………….,
For the Italian Institution, acknowledging:
· University of Verona’s Statute, issued by Rector’s Decree no. 7121 of 8 August 2022;
· University of Verona’s Regulations for PhD Studies, issued by Rector’s Decree no. 2932 of 4 April 2022;
For the ……… Institution, acknowledging:
· …………………………..

· ………………………….

sharing their common desire to contribute to establishing and developing scientific cooperation between Italian and international teams of researchers through the mobility of their PhD students
AGREE AS FOLLOWS
Article 1 - Subject of the Agreement
This Agreement intends to establish the procedure for a co-tutored thesis between the two Institutions specified above, in order to define the conditions and guidelines for the preparation of the doctoral thesis for:
PhD Student: NAME / SURNAME
Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 

Nationality: 

Official address: 

E-mail: 

· At the University of Verona Ms/Mr …………. is enrolled in the 1st year of the PhD Programme in ………………………………………………., XXXVIII Cycle, Academic Year ……………….;
· At the University ………………… Ms/Mr …………. will be enrolled in the 1st year of the PhD programme in ………………………………………………………………………….…, Academic Year …………..

Doctoral research project: …………………………………………………….
Brief Description: …………………………………………………………………….
The co-tutoring procedure will last 3 years, starting from the academic year ….……………. to the academic year ……………with a single thesis defence that will take place at the University of Verona within …………………… (year).
Article 2 - Mobility Plan
The research periods spent by the PhD student at each Institution will vary according to practical needs and will be fixed by mutual agreement between the two thesis supervisors. 

The research periods will be distributed as follows (provisional plan):
UNIVR
	Years
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept

	1st year 2022/2023
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2nd year 2023/2024
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3rd  year 2024/2025
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


………………………..

	Years
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept

	1st year 2022/2023
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2nd year 2023/2024
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3rd  year 2024/2025
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


For a total of ……. months at UniVr;

For a total of …….. months at……………………
Article 3 - Enrolment fees
Ms/Mr ……………..will be compulsory enrolled at both Universities. Enrolment fees will be paid to UniVr, while ……………………. will exempt the PhD student from the payment of any enrolment fees, except for fixed fees established by the university’s regulations on doctoral degrees in force.

The fees related to the defence of the doctoral thesis will be paid only at UniVr while ………………….. will exempt the PhD student from paying any fees concerning her/his thesis defence.

Article 4 - Insurance
As a PhD student of UniVr, Ms/Mr …………………………….will be provided with an insurance against accident and civil liability in the workplace during her/his authorised periods of study and research both at UNIVR and at the host Institution.

The aforementioned insurance coverage will be valid for the entire duration of her/his programme, from the beginning of her/his first year of attendance, until the final doctoral thesis defence.

In the event that the abovementioned regular coverage is not available or it is deemed insufficient by the PhD student/host Institution, it is the PhD student’s responsibility to subscribe to an appropriate additional personal insurance policy.

The PhD student must be in possession of her/his own health insurance policy, which must be valid in Italy and in the host country. It is the PhD student’s responsibility to extend her/his national health coverage for the entire period of her/his stay at the partner Institution.

Article 5 - Thesis supervisors
Ms/Mr ……………………..will perform her/his research activities and write her/his doctoral thesis under the supervision and responsibility of:  
For UniVr:

· Prof. ………………………………………., Department of ………………..…………….
E-mail: …………………………….; Ph ………………………………………..
For………………………………:

· Prof. …………………………………………, Department of …………………………….
· E-mail: …………………………….; Ph ………………………………………..
who undertake to fully perform their duties as the PhD student’s supervisors.
The positive assessment of both thesis supervisors is a prerequisite for admission to the final examination.

If one of the supervisors resigns/moves, the resigning/moving supervisor in agreement with the PhD student shall nominate a substitute. The competent authorities at both Institutions shall approve this replacement. The resigning/moving supervisor should notify in writing the end date of his/her function to both Parties.

Article 6 - External referees’ evaluation
In order to be admitted to the final examination, Ms/Mr ………………..’s thesis will be primarily evaluated by at least two highly qualified referees, external to the Parties 

The referees will be jointly appointed by the Teaching Committee of the PhD Programme in …………………………………. of Verona University and the competent authority at the University of ……………………….., upon suggestion of the PhD student’s supervisors. They will submit their analysis and opinion and will propose either that the PhD student is admitted to defend the thesis or that she/he has to postpone the examination for up to six months, if significant additions or corrections are necessary. 
Once that the additional period has passed, the thesis will in any case be admitted to the final examination, accompanied by a new evaluation written by the same referees in the light of the corrections and/or additions provided.
Article 7 - Doctoral thesis defence and Examination Committee
The once-only oral defence of the thesis will take place at the University of Verona, by ………... (year). In case the PhD student needs to extend the co-tutelle duration in order to complete the programme at the partner Institution, this extension shall be authorized by the PhD programme Teaching Committee at UniVr and by the competent authority at……………………………..
The Examination Committee shall be composed by mutual consent of the Parties and shall consist of a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 6 members. The thesis supervisors may be part of the Examination Committee.
In accordance with UNIVR’s PhD regulations in case the Italian supervisor, or alternatively another member belonging to UniVr, is appointed as part of the Examination Committee, all the other members will have to be external to UNIVR.

Article 8 – Fees for the public defence 

The fees for the defence of the doctoral thesis will be paid only at UNIVR, while ….. will exempt the PhD student from the payment of every fee.

The expenses incurred by the Members of the Evaluation Committee and related to their participation in Mr/ Ms ......................’s final examination will be covered as follows:

· ……… will take charge of all the expenses (travel, board and lodging costs) incurred by the commissioner/s belonging to ……..;

· UNIVR will take charge of the expenses sustained by all the other Examination Committee members.
Article 9 - Language
The doctoral thesis will be written and orally defended in ………………….. An abstract will be written in ……………………………….
Article 10 - Information exchanges
The contracting Institutions, through their respective thesis supervisors, undertake to notify each other of all the information and documentation that may be useful or necessary for the purposes of organising the joint doctoral thesis that constitutes the subject of this Agreement.
Further information concerning the content of this Agreement shall be asked to the contact offices:

For UniVr:
Ufficio Dottorati di Ricerca 

Via San Francesco 22 - 37129
Verona, Italy
e-mail: dottorati.ricerca@ateneo.univr.it
For ……………………: 

……………………………………….

……………………………………….

……………………………………….

……………………………………….
Article 11 – Intellectual Property Rights
The intellectual and industrial property rights of a result achieved by Ms/Mr ………… – including software, industrial inventions that may or may not be patentable, know how, models, data and data collection – are governed in accordance with and, where applicable, in compliance with specific supplementary agreements which will be signed between UniVr and …………………….

Ms/Mr ………………… must promptly notify his supervisors of any achievement of results and she/he must agree not to disclose them or use them without the prior authorisation of both Universities. If collaborating with research groups, Ms/Mr …………… must sign a specific agreement for the recognition of intellectual property rights, maintaining the utmost confidentiality concerning all reserved information, data, and documents she/he may come into the possession of while carrying out her/his activities at or on behalf of the Universities. In all events, Ms/Mr……………. is guaranteed the possibility of undertaking all the normal publication, which shall be planned compatibly with the need to protect any possible results. Without prejudice to the moral law, recognized by law to the author of the invention, UniVr will be the exclusive owner of economic rights deriving from Ms/Mr ……………...’s research activity.
Ms/Mr …..’s PhD dissertation will be published in the open access institutional repository of Verona University (https://iris.univr.it/), as well as in the repository of the University ……………… (...............). 

In case specific IP issues require an embargo period, the request will be the subject of a specific written agreement between the parties.
Article 12 – Awarding of PhD degrees
In accordance with the doctoral rules and regulations in force in each institution, each University undertakes to award a doctoral degree for the same thesis, following a favourable decision issued by the Examination committee.
· UniVr will award the Ph.D. degree in …………………………………………………...

· ………………………….. will award a Ph.D. degree in …………………………………………...

Each University will issue its own doctoral diploma, certifying that the PhD thesis and the doctoral defence have been carried out under joint supervision.
Article 13 - Duration
This Agreement shall enter into force upon signature by all parties and will be valid until the end of the year in which the thesis will be defended.
Signatories on next page

This Agreement is drawn up in English and electronically signed.
	For UNIVR
	For …………………….


	The Rector
Professor Pier Francesco Nocini
Signature
Place and date: Verona, ………………………
	The Rector
Prof. ……………………………..
Signature
Place and date: ………………, ……………….


	The Coordinator of the PhD Programme
Professor……………………………..
Signature
Date:

	The Director of the PhD Programme
Professor …………………………

Signature
Date:


	The Thesis Supervisor
Professor ……………………..
Signature
Date:

	The Thesis Supervisor
Professor …………………….
Signature
Date:


	The PhD Student
Ms/Mr

Signature …………………………….
Date: .....................
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